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principal commodities. The comparison of the two series of index 
numbers is seen in the following table: — 



Years. 



881 
882 



884 

88a 



889 
800 



Sauerbeck. 



85 
84 
82 
76 
72 
69 
68 
70 
72 
72 



Rawson. 



81 
78 
76 
60 
68 
68 
69 
71 
71 



Sauerbeck. 


Rawson. 


Annual Increase or 
Decrease. 


—1 


—2 


—2 


—3 


—6 


—2 


—4 


—7 


—3 


—1 


—1 


Nil 


+2 
+2 
Nil 


+1 

+2 
Nil 



MINOR NOTICES. 



Three Papers read before the Australasian Association for the 
Advancement of Science. By Henry Heyleyn Hayter, Government 
Statist of Victoria. Melbourne. 1890. Pp. 37. 

The subjects of these papers are Official Statistics (1888); The 
Coming Towns (1890); and Our Meat Supply (1890). In Mr. Hay- 
ter's opinion, no more than five days should ever be allowed to the 
taking of a census ; nor should more than five years elapse between 
two censuses. After a discussion of the nature of the different sched- 
ules, criticism is made of the returns of the state revenue and expendi- 
ture. In Australia it appears that "refunds, drawbacks, advances to 
be recouped and recoups of such advances are mixed up with the 
statements, so that both revenue and expenditure appear to be much 
larger than they really are." A protest is entered against all such 
cross entries. It is also asserted that the customs returns of imports 
are considerably overstated. It appears to be difficult to ascertain the 
actual rate of interest Australia is paying for borrowed money. Criti- 
cism is offered of the emigration statistics, as well as of the registra- 
tion of births. 

Upon the subject of Meat Supply the author opposes the view that 
there is any danger of a lack in the supply of meat. Mr. Coghlan, 
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the Government Statist of New South "Wales, had recently published 
some calculations to show that the demand for beef would probably 
overtake the supply in six years. This, Mr. Hayter regards as un- 
warranted, — Mr. Coghlan's error arising from assuming a too large 
rate of increase of the population. Mr. Hayter indeed believes that 
it is impossible to place any limit on the quantity of live stock that 
Australia may ultimately be able to carry. 

Report on the Beef Supply of the United States, and the Export 
Trade in Animals and Meat Products. By Dr. D. E. Salmon. 
United States Department of Agriculture. 1890. Pp. 15. 

It is ditficult to make a census of large cattle, but in 1888 a special 
effort was made to obtain reliable data from the western states. The 
statistics given as a result of this inquiry are regarded as the most 
accurate yet presented. From them the author calculates that cattle 
as to every 1000 of the population throughout the United States have 
numbered as follows : — 



1850 
1860 
1870 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 



. ... 767 


1884 . . . . 


. ... 815 


1885 . . . . 


. . . . 618 


1886 . . . . 


. ... 738 


1887 . . . . 


. ... 744 


1888 . . . . 


. ... 758 


1889 . . . . 


. ... 773 





787 
800 
794 

783 
771 
758 



The decrease since 1885 is in a measure to be accounted for by 
overestimating the population which was estimated at 65,172,000 in 
1889. Tables also show the number of milch cows; price of hogs 
and steers in Chicago, and statistics of the export trade. 

Abandoned Farms in Massachusetts. (From the Twenty-first 
Annual Report of the Massachusetts Bureau of Statistics of Labor.) 
By Horace G. Wadlin. Boston. 1891. Pp. 177-258. 

Since the recent interest manifested in the question of " abandoned 
farms " in several of the New England states, this is the most syste- 
matic and complete attempt to get at the facts of the problem. The 
returns are given for the entire state, excepting the cities and six 
towns, and were made by the assessors of the towns in 1889-90. " By 
abandoned farms are meant those formerly cultivated but now deserted, 
upon which cultivation is now abandoned, and the buildings, if any, 
unoccupied and permitted to fall into decay. In some cases the grass 
is still cut, but nothing is done in the way of enrichment of the soil." 
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Answering such a description, there are 1461 farms with an acreage 
of 126,509, valued at $1,076,328. A considerable part of this value 
is represented by buildings. The proportion of land abandoned to 
the acreage of all farms is 3.45 per cent, while the value is but 1.15 
per cent of the value of all farm land. The average size of the 
abandoned farms with buildings is 86 acres, and of those without build- 
ings is 87. With this desertion of land it is shown that there has 
been no falling off in recent years in the aggregate value of agricul- 
tural property, or in the value of agricultural products. Of the 144 
towns reporting abandoned farms 86 show a decline in population. 
In some cases the desertion of agricultural land is simply a symptom 
that the town is in a transition from a purely agricultural to a manu- 
facturing basis. A comparison is made of tax rates in towns with 
abandoned farms, and the report closes with a discussion of the causes 
for abandonment. 

Shoe and Leather Reporter Annual for 1891. Boston. Pp. 701. 

Contains statistics of distribution of shoes from Boston, by which 
the consumption of shoes in different localities is in a measure indi- 
cated ; export of leather goods, with detailed statements for each 
country ; imports ; hide and skin supply, as well as statistics of prices, 
etc. It concludes with a full directory of shoe houses. 

Maps of the United States showing the Central Station Plants of 
Electric Railways and System in Operation. Thomson-Houston Elec- 
tric Company. Boston. 1891. Pp. 110. 

Outline maps of each state are given, with symbols located upon them 
to indicate the nature of the electric plant employed in the several 
towns where electricity is used. There are two series of maps, one 
for electric lighting and another for railways. It is stated that the 
maps have been prepared from data collected from original sources, 
by a thoroughly disinterested man, whose sole object has been to locate 
correctly every city or town having a central station. It appears that 
there are 240 electric railways in the United States, and about 2000 
central electric lighting stations. The maps are very clear. 

At a recent general convention, at New Orleans, of the National 
Board af Trade, representing Boards of Trade and kindred Commer- 
cial Organizations from the different states, the following resolutions 
were unanimously adopted : — 
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Resolved, That the National Board of Trade recommends to Con- 
gress the revision of the present census and statistical legislation, and 
the immediate provision for future enumerations, with a view to better 
service and greater efficiency. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to draft a bill and present 
the same to Congress, contemplating permanence of statistical and 
enumerating officials and a proper separation of the times in which 
enumeration of the population required by the Constitution and the 
collection of general statistical information is made. 

At the last meeting of the American Economic Association, held 
Dec, 1890, at Washington, Mr. Allen R. Foote introduced the follow- 
ing resolutions : — 

'■'■Resolved, first, That a committee be appointed to designate the 
division of accounts, and the items to be included in each, that should 
be kept by corporations performing quasi-public services. 

"Resolved, second. That said divisions be so made that the effect of 
each essential economic factor will be shown, to the end that correct 
statistics may be obtained through a uniform method of accounting, 
as a basis for intelligent economic discussion and legislation." 

These resolutions were introduced with the view of securing a more 
satisfactory basis for the discussion of the question of municipal owner- 
ship of electric and gas-lighting plants. 



